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  Spring 2016 Regional Staff/EPR Coordinators Meeting 
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Program (HPP) and Public Health Emergency Preparedness (PHEP) Cooperative Agreements, Grant 
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and Human Services, nor does the mention of trade names, commercial practices, 

or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. Government. 
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The Office of Emergency Preparedness and Response would like offer our gratitude to all those who 

made this meeting possible. Including but not limited to: 

 Embassy Suites Conference Center, Loveland, CO for a great venue 

 Colorado Hospital Association (CHA) for assisting with the facility and logistics 

 Chris Mitchell – Onward Innovations – for technical assistance 

 And a special thank you to all our excellent presenters and facilitators  

 

Presenter/Facilitator Biographies 

Nick Kell is the Emergency Preparedness Planner at Boulder County Public Health. Nick brings over 5 

years of experience between public health and hospital emergency management, including his 

previous role as an emergency planner with the University of Virginia (UVA) Medical Center. Prior to 

starting his career in emergency management, Nick was an EMT in UVA’s Emergency Department. 

Kristen Campos is the Health Alert Network (HAN) Coordinator and Co.Train Administrator for the 

Office of Emergency Preparedness and Response (OEPR).  She is a member of the Systems Integration 

Team which houses the systems that OEPR uses.  She has been a part of this office since 2002, but 

just recently became a systems coordinator managing the Colorado Notification System and Co.Train.  

Kristen is a native of Colorado and is a city girl, with a mountain heart.   

Travis Dorr has been part of Mesa County's Regional Emergency Preparedness and Response Staff 

since October of 2014.  In addition to serving as the point of contact for four Northwest Region 

counties, he is also the lead for public health exercises in those counties, as well as the six counties 

of the West Region.  Travis's duties also include leading the Mesa County Emergency Support Function 
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#8/Healthcare Coalition, managing the Colorado Medical Cache-Western Slope, and serving as the 

SNS Coordinator for the Mesa Regional Transfer Point. 

Aimee Voth Siebert is the Community Inclusion Coordinator and Disaster Behavioral Health Specialist 

with the Colorado Office of Emergency Preparedness and Response (OEPR). Aimee has worked for 

OEPR since May 2012, supporting state responses for the 2012 and 2013 Wildfire Seasons, the Aurora 

Theater Shooting, the September 2013 floods, domestic Ebola preparedness, and the Planned 

Parenthood Shooting in November 2015. In September and October 2015, she deployed to support the 

CDC's Ebola response in Sierra Leone as a Health Promotion Specialist. Aimee completed her Masters 

in International Disaster Psychology at the University of Denver in 2012. 

Devon Williford is the Health GIS Specialist for the Colorado Department of Public Health and 

Environment where he has been assisting the department in developing desktop GIS and web-

mapping applications supporting data visualization, disease surveillance, mapping community health 

resources, environmental public health tracking, and emergency preparedness and response.  Mr. 

Williford has provided GIS support to department staff for the past 11 years. Mr. Williford received a 

Bachelor of Science degree in Geography and Certificate in Geographic Information Systems (GIS) 

from the University of Georgia in 1998, and a Master of Public Health degree with a focus in 

Epidemiology from the Colorado School of Public Health in 2011.  Mr. Williford also teaches a 

graduate level course on GIS-Public Health Integration at the Colorado School of Public Health. 

Melanie Simons, MPH, Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE), Office of 

Emergency Preparedness and Response (OEPR), SNS Program Manager. Melanie has been in her role 

as SNS Program for almost 4 years and formerly served as the CRI Coordinator and NCR Training 

Coordinator/RPOC. She has worked for CDPHE for 25 years -- 12 years in OEPR and 13 years as the 

Public Education Coordinator for the Colorado Women's Cancer Control Initiative. 

Darcie N. Bentz is a Preparedness Field Assignee, with the Office of Public Health Preparedness and 

Response, at Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Ms. Bentz is currently stationed at 

the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CPDHE), working in the Office of 

Emergency Preparedness and Response (OEPR). As an integral part of OEPR, Ms. Bentz works on a 

variety of projects helping to support statewide preparedness and response activities. Along with her 

commitment to supporting preparedness and response activities in Colorado, Ms. Bentz has also been 

deployed to the U.S. Virgin Islands to assist with the Zika response, and to Mariposa County, 

California to assist with the drought response. 

Previous to her position as a Preparedness Field Assignee, Ms. Bentz was a part of the CDC Public 

Health Associate Program (PHAP), stationed in Maricopa County, Arizona.  During her time in 

Maricopa County Ms. Bentz supported the Office of Epidemiology in a multitude of projects, including 

but not limited to, heat surveillance, syndromic surveillance, Super Bowl XLVIII surveillance, disease 

investigation, and preparedness and response activities.  

Aubrey Kukral is a Systems Coordinator for the Office of Emergency Preparedness and Response at 

the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment.  She is responsible for EMSystem 

(EMResource, EMTrack, and eICS), CO-SHARE, and is also the State HAvBED Coordinator.  Aubrey has 

been with OEPR for 6 years, and plans on sticking around for as long as OEPR will have her! 

Leah Colton, PhD, Medical Entomology and Zoonoses Epidemiologist, Communicable Disease Branch, 

Disease Control and Environmental Epidemiology Division, Colorado Department of Public Health and 

Environment. I have a PhD in Microbiology from Colorado State University (Fort Collins) and 
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undergraduate degrees in Zoology and Microbiology. I have experience working with mosquitoes, 

fleas, and ticks while doing public health research and service at the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention in Fort Collins, CO from 2002 to 2013. I’ve been working as the Medical Entomology and 

Zoonoses Epidemiologist at the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment since June 

2013. 

Lynn Garst, M.Ed. works for the Office of Emergency Preparedness and Response at the Colorado 

Dept. of Public Health & Environment. He has extensive experience working with traumatized 

children and youth in school, hospital, and community mental health settings.  Mr. Garst has been 

the Disaster Coordinator for a community mental health center and provides consultation and 

training on disaster behavioral health and workforce resilience across Colorado.  He has authored 

several briefs on childhood trauma and presented nationally on trauma informed care. 

Lisa Powell has been working in Public Health for the past 20 years and serves as the El Paso County 

Public Health Emergency Manager.  She was a member of the incident command team for the 2009 

H1N1 Pandemic Influenza Outbreak. She was the ESF 8 lead in the Emergency Operation Center for 

the Waldo Canyon Fire 2012, the Black Forest Fire 2013, and the Colorado Floods 2013. Her most 

recent experience includes behavioral health coordination for first responders and affected 

community members following the Planned Parenthood active shooter incident November 2015. She 

has participated in numerous emergency operations events for both exercises and real world events. 

She currently serves as the chair of the South Central Healthcare Coalition.  She holds her masters in 

Organizational and Professional Communication.  She completed the FEMA Master Exercise 

Practitioner Program and is a Terrorism Liaison Officer.   

Curt H Drennen, Psy.D., R.N. is a licensed psychologist with OEPR, and has been leading 
disaster behavioral health preparedness and response efforts since 2002.  In this role he 

directs the State’s capacity development to respond to the psychosocial impact of disaster, 
community crisis and public health emergencies which includes incorporation of public 
behavioral health with public health and emergency management, addressing psychosocial 

impact of fatality management, supporting community inclusion, growing responder health 
and safety and managing recovery programs like the Colorado Spirit Crisis Counseling Program 
and the Aurora Strong recovery program.  He has in excess of 20 years of experience in the 

fields of mental health and psychology with an emphasis in Public Psychology and 
Administration, Emotional Intelligence, Resilience, Servant Leadership, and Systems Conflict 
Management. Dr. Drennen received his Masters and Doctorate from the University of Denver 

in Clinical Psychology in 2000 and 2001, his Bachelors of Science in Nursing from the 
University of Kansas in 1992 and his Bachelors of Science in Psychology, Chemical Science and 
Pre Medicine from Kansas State University in 1989. 

 
Greg Stasinos is currently the Preparedness Branch Manager of the Office of Emergency 
Preparedness and Response at the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment. He 

has been involved in public health emergency management for 15 years and loves to share his 
success stories. 


